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LAURA STEVEN

w'as the golden strand running through his life, tying his past

and future together in a harmonious bo'uv.

The bride, however, was coiled like a spring. Dressed in a

long linen dress of palest crearr' and beaded silver, she cut a

ra1i, iithe figure.

Every taut line of her body lay in wait.

Half huntress, ha-lf hunted.

The grooin barely noticed. Ile was too caught up in the

nloment, in the caw of seagulls and the felted words of the

elder officiating the ceremony.

As formalities were exchanged, their hands remained

fastened. The red ribbon had been woven from the tunic

of the groom's iate mother, so that she might stillp1ay a part

in the ceremony. Indeed, the groorn felt his mother's presence

there, as both a spectral smudge in the middie distance and

a reassuring s,rlidity around his wrist. His heart swelled,

pressinq painfullv against the cage of his ribs.

At the bride's curious insistence, they exchanged weapons

instead of rings. Knives, forged by her brother, the curved

srlver blades each engraved with the Valknut. Odin was the

groom's favourite god; he found himself inexplicaL,ly drawn

to the interweaving of past, present and future, to the

perpetual knot of life and death and rebirth.

Tire rn,izened elder nodded for the groom to utter his vorvs.

'B,v the light of the sun and the power of the gods,' the

groom said, a marble of emotion rolling in his throat, 'I

pledge io love and honour yoll ah,r,ays.'

He drew his sword and touched the jewelied hilt to his

bride's shoulder.
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LAURA STEVEN

-\nd then came the crisp, cutting words, like the bite of a

sror-e1 into frosted earth.
'Drd r-ou truly think I would not find you?'

The bride and groorn looked up in horrified unison to find

rhe elder's eyes glowing like crucibles. Her lined face was

rvashing itself smooth, and her nails lengthened, thickened,

blackened.

The groom stumbled backwards. Without pause, the bride

swiped her marital blade across his throat, opening a mouth-

like slit from which blood choked and gurgled.

He grabbed for breath, but none came.

Shock fashed briefy across his face before he crumpled to

the pebbled shore.

The bride fell a second later, gasping, though her own

throat remained unmarred. The bloodied blade fell from her

hand, the Valknut still glinting in the oblivious daylight.

The last thing they saw before the world blinked out was

the red ribbon of fate still binding their wrists.
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LAURA STEVEN

F{e rvas famous for his irascibility, for his endless cursing and

hot temper, but I knew there was tenderness at the very heart

cf him. A fondness for rock music, a love of architecture, a

u.,icke,l sense of humour. Genuine adoration for his children,

evidenr not in mawkish compliments or bedtime stories but in

the way he wor:ked himself to the bone to give us a good iife.

I missed him before I was even gone; a kind of pre-emptir,,e

grief I'd grown so accustomed to over the last several centuries.

In a futile attempt at self-preservation, my rnind rehearsed

loss before death closed its fingers, as though practising it
would lessen the blow. It never did.

My eighteenth birthday was only a few days away.
'Which 

meant that soon, I would be dead.

And in the next llfe,Papiwould be but a stranger.
'Without conscious thought, i studied our guests with a

careful sweep of the gaze, then the servants milling around

the table, searching for that spark, that pull, that . . . something-

But my attention didn't snag on anvthing - anyone -
suspiclous.

Scanning faces was a paranoid tic that came as naturaily to

me as breathing. Hypervigilance had never saved me before,

and yet the behaviour was too deeply ingrained to excavate"

'Buen provecho,' Mami announced, gesturing for our

guests to tuck into the food. She looked the perfect hostess in
her puff-sleeved white dress and stark red lipstick, but rhere

was fraughtness etched around her eyes.

'It'll be all right, Mam6,' I'd whispered to her in the kitchen

befcre their arrival. 'You a1l want whar's best for your kids.

That's all that matters.'
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TAURA STEVEN

the other family's middle son, stifl.ed a laugh across the table.

Dark-brown hair fell around his face in waves, and his lips

quirked playfully.
'No seas tan dundo,'myusually silent grandmotherhissed-

she was forever urging me not to be so stupid.

I shrugged. ''We should be celebrating. Love is in the air,

rfter all. Love is in the aaair.'

I sang this last part with toneless gusto, and Rafaei could

not suppress his snort of laughter.

Pap5, glxed at me warningly. 'Adella, you need to -'
'Get some air?'I smiled sweetly, climbing to my feet as my

sister's mouth fell open. 'I agree.'
'fi/ithout abackward glance, I shoved through the mahogany

double doors to the courtyard in the middle of the house.

The last thing I heard was my f*her apologizing for his

clown of a daughter - only for Seffor Quifi6nez to gruffly
retort that I'd inherited Papi's singing voice.

Ice broken.

You' re welcome, Siluia.

I did not fear the aftermath; my father's ire would not killme.

Only one thing - one person - could.

Outside, the evening air was warm and stagnant. The

maquilishuat trees were in brilliant bloom, pink trumpet

fowers fluttering seductively like dancers in bell skirts. A11

the cobalt-biue shutters were flung open.

I walked over the baked terracotta tiles to the small kidney-

shaped pool in the ft corner. It lay in the partial shade of an

orange tree, green algae gathering at its murky edges. Slipping

offmy espadrilles and hitching up my flowing skirt - cerulean

OUR.
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